
   

 

      

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This Months Activities 
Let’s think “NEW 
MEMBERS”.  Who 
would you like to join 
you in our meetings. 

Now is the time to in-
vite them. OI has sev-
eral good ideas on 
having a NOW (New 
Optimists Welcome) 
Meeting. 
Upcoming Events 

Optimist Interna-
tional convention 

June 22-26th. 
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District News 

Condolences to imme-
diate Past Governor, 
Max Soliday. His wife, 
Debra passed away at 
home on May 11th. 

 
Max Soliday 

6142 Franklin Rd 

Hagerstown, IN 47346 
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Who Are Your Club’s Future Leaders? 

 

It’s the time of year to stop, take a break, and enjoy 

summer. But don’t rest on those laurels just yet. 

Has your Optimist Club completed its Club Officer-

Elect Report (COER) for next year? Often, with the 

summer months coming up, this will catch us by 

surprise, as evidenced by our District’s 36% COER 

completion rate as of May 27th . OI’s deadline for 

the COER is May 20. Congratulations to the follow-

ing IN North Clubs who have selected 

their club’s officers-elect, as well as 

completed their COER! 

Elkhart Luncheon Optimist Club Port-

land Evening Optimist Club Warsaw 

Breakfast Optimist Club West Jay Opti-

mist Club Warsaw Noon Optimist Club 

Hammond Optimist Club Bluffton Opti-

mist Club New Castle Breakfast Optimist Club De-

catur Optimist Club Hagerstown Optimist Club Fort 

Wayne Optimist Club New Castle Optimist Club 

Muncie – Delaware County Optimist Club 

It’s a good idea to look at the leaders in your club, 

not just at this time of year, but on an ongoing ba-

sis. If you’re a club leader, how many years have 

you served in your current role? If the answer is 

more than three years, take a look at what is hap-

pening within your club. Experiencing different 

leadership roles can spark creativity and innova-

tion. The process of selecting your club’s slate of 

officers-elect can be a way to identify and groom 

future leaders within the club, and provide opportu-

nities for emerging leaders to showcase their abili-

ties, gain valuable experience, and prepare for 

higher-level leadership positions in the future. Or-

ganization-wide, we are slowly losing members. 

Rotating a club’s leadership roles encourages col-

laboration and teamwork. As a new leader, the pro-

cess of facing new challenges and responsibilities 

requires individualsto adapt quickly, learn from fail-

ures, and develop the resilience to persevere in the 

face of member losses. Wouldn’t you want some-

one to help you, if you were suddenly unable to 

carry out your role? We hear of job changes, 

deaths, and untimely circumstances where some-

one is no longer able to serve their club. Rotating 

leadership roles allows for a more equitable distri-

bution of responsibilities and prevents individuals 

from becoming overwhelmed. When members 

have experience in different areas of 

leadership, they are better equipped to 

work effectively with members and club 

partners from diverse backgrounds, 

leading to improved communication and 

cooperation. 

In short – As Optimist Club leaders 

and caretakers, by rotating your club’s 

leadership roles, you are promising yourself to be 

just as enthusiastic about the success of others, as 

you are about your own. You are pressing on to 

the greater achievements of the future!! 

Finally – Please complete your COER online, on or 

before June 15!!! Enjoy your summer, and Mahalo! 

 

Gov. Chris 

 

 

 

P a g e  2  

Gov. Chris Connection 

Chris & Missy Whitehead 
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Club Happenings 

                                                                        
 

 

 

                 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Send your Club’s photos & happenings to the District News Editor, 

Jim Burk  at: Jburk63@gmail.com 
 

Lakeview Middle School Students of the Week were 
recognized by the Warsaw Breakfast Club 
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The checkered flag has waved, and we're thrilled to announce the winners of our fourth 
quarter membership incentive! Congratulations to all the Clubs that pushed hard and 
brought in new members. 
 

The third quarter "Most New Members in Region" Drawing 
 

First Place: Shannon Dederich 09 SWIS 
Second Place: Dena Schoolcraft 13 AMS & NW 
Third Place: Rickie Tharpe KYWV 

 

Category 1 (Clubs that Added the Most New Members 
 

First Place ($1,000): Optimist Club of Arlington Community Athletics, TX, +34 
Members 

Second Place ($750): Optimist Club of Charlotte-Mallard Creek, NC, +30 Mem-
bers 

Third Place ($500): Optimist Club of Lapel, IN, +17 Members 
 

Category 2 (Highest Percentage of New Members) 
 

First Place ($1,000): Optimist Club of Jonesboro, AR, 100% Growth 
Second Place ($750): Optimist Club of Brew City Optimist Club, WI, 85% Growth 
Third Place ($500): Optimist Club of De Ridder, Inc., LA, 59% Growth 

 

Category 3 (Two random draws for participating Clubs @ $300 each) 
 

Optimist Club of Chippewa Falls, WI 
Optimist Club of Regina-High Noon, SK 

 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who participated! Your dedication to growing our Optimist 
community is inspiring. Let's keep the momentum going! 
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It is time to register for the International Convention in Niagara Falls! 
 

The Early Bird Rates are still available to officers-elect, so there's still time, but they won't 
be there forever. Early Bird Rates expire on June 14! 
 

Exceptional Training for Optimist Leaders 

 

The Leadership Development team has assembled a remarkable group of trainers for the 
upcoming convention to present District Chair Seminars and Club and Lt. Governor 
Round Table Discussions. These educational events promise to be truly outstanding op-
portunities for Optimist leaders. 
 

The selected trainers bring a wealth of expertise and experience to share with attendees. 
Their insights, strategies and guidance will be invaluable for those preparing to take on 
leadership roles within the organization. 
 

Interactive Learning Experience 

 

These seminars are designed to be highly interactive, fostering an engaging learning envi-
ronment. Participants will have the opportunity to actively participate, share their perspec-
tives, and learn from the experiences of their peers, creating a collaborative and enriching 
experience. 
 

To view the list of these exceptional educational opportunities, please click here. Don't miss 
out on this invaluable chance to enhance your leadership skills and prepare for success in 
your Optimist role. 

 

During the convention, workshops are organized for all current and incoming officer posi-
tions in more complex topics about the organization, and we encourage all members to 
participate. You will see the list of workshops available when you register. 
 

Don't miss out! The countdown is on for officers-elect to take advantage of the Early Bird 
Rates for the International Convention, taking place from June 22-26 in picturesque Niagara 
Falls, Canada. 

 

https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3-cgSWbS2kUm4lfP2Ll3rDYzT4Y9Zgqx3rLCaM0gVfLuOdTOPXlejtBU8VtVKL0Ca_h3p-FYWVkeUnee0AebnXnGsR6Dhp05qk-fQaSnJPJvXX7aQxsWm1PREagPRjFa5qfwhZyUl_b398-ZBgUYxbqkLy8C8L0zfcHbm0B3DQMIoRJFXzOLGA7DcW4Fin9ipdPULy4rrqC4MLwswiFTkjnxk
https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3-cgSWbS2kUm4lfP2Ll3rDYzT4Y9Zgqx3rLCaM0gVfLuOdTOPXleprjDe0T9IOJt75HDcO8oC1nEi-KZj5lcGXZbS5-astp-CNJfyFuPccmb7b59m1Ug0LbZTM3ImKrUpGXnxAucjowKIgfprXciJJsKbFM28KDgE53YUXyIknDPpHSxzIpCE5epURXP0UhYeLKwM9RjvDv-URWsR_m7IXNKO
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Activities & Achievements Report 
 

 

For second quarter- 7 clubs reported 

A total of 181 members worked 459 hours to complete 40 
projects that served 

6,985 youth. 

These clubs made $12,458.97 and spent $20,811.38. 

 

The winners are: 

Zone 2 - No Reports 

Zone 3 – Rochester 

Zone 4 – Decatur 

Zone 5 – Portland Evening 

Zone 6 – Hammond 

Zone 7 – Chesterfield 

Zone 9 – No Report 
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V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  9  
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D i s t r i c t  

E v e n t s  

 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Eve-
rything You Need Know 
Before Attending Con-
vention 

106th Optimist International Convention  Jun 22, 2024 

OI Convention 

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=optimist&op=cal&month=6&year=2024&PHPSESSID=n17siji6a2h5rmrbm3r6lrcoq6#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=optimist&op=cal&month=6&year=2024&PHPSESSID=n17siji6a2h5rmrbm3r6lrcoq6#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=optimist&op=cal&month=6&year=2024&PHPSESSID=n17siji6a2h5rmrbm3r6lrcoq6#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=optimist&op=cal&month=6&year=2024&PHPSESSID=n17siji6a2h5rmrbm3r6lrcoq6#
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=optimist&op=cal&month=6&year=2024&PHPSESSID=n17siji6a2h5rmrbm3r6lrcoq6#
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We are thrilled to introduce our third keynote speaker for 
the International Convention. 

 
Joining former professional football player Orlando Bowen 
and entrepreneur Sunjay Nath is motivational speaker  
Rhonda Scharf! 

Rhonda Scharf is not just a speaker; she is a catalyst for 
change, infusing her sessions with energy, humor and actiona-
ble insights. With a career spanning more than three decades, 
Scharf’s speeches foster a participatory environment where 
every attendee is an active learner, with humor and real-world 
examples playing a pivotal role. You will visualize yourself in 
various scenarios and apply her insights with immediate effect. 
 
Described as insightful, humorous, and educational, Scharf has 
a unique ability to observe the ordinary and perceive the ex-
traordinary. Based in Ottawa, Ontario, and Fort Myers, Florida, 
Scharf’s engaging style ensures that her message of innova-
tion and self-improvement is not only heard but also embraced 
and applied. 

2024 International Convention. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K5Ecv1HgDtdMwpQxioTDYswNVW0CDP9qEPLwpFFQVD_IbJFBZTzl9hPWafVu80HOc0pxkHmPSUMB87VutOv-f896ygQmnZV6Ljj-klGR8caFWsr4EOlMq0v62v7WXJ509LudYG8h3G4fnYnQkwIcFq6vRjjRw2pSrqtO_0Nd4kuxUryDVcPO8A==&c=w39vLAiqv4LMDG3nLtDhPjOqnzTdatvnE-z3hHlK
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Indiana North District News Letter Editor: 

Jim Burk 

1315 Hollendale Dr 

Bluffton, IN 46714 

Phone: 260-223-0926 

E-mail: jburk63@gmail.com  

Governor: Chris Whitehead: 574-870-7173 

crw1@protonmail.com 

Co-Governors Elect-: Kathy Nelson and Jennifer Kelsick 

Past Governor: Max Soliday: Max.jeep@comcast.net                

762-960-5857  

District Sec: Shelley Manthey: Smanthey42@gmail.com  

574-596-7072 

District Treasurer: Jim Smith: Jim.Smith06@yahoo.com  

317-697-2521 

Lt. Governors:  

Zone 2: Kris Mueller 

Zone 3: Pam Galloway 

Zone 4: Gregg Palmer 

Zone 5: Deb Imel 

Zone 6: Lorie Hofman  

Zone 7: Jessica Jarrett 

Zone 9: Robert Upchurch 

I N D I A N A  N O R T H  D I S T R I C T  

O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

VISIT: 

OPTIMIST.ORG 

INDIANANORTHDISTRICT.ORG

Optimist Mission 
By providing hope and positive vision,  

Optimists bring out the best in youth, our 
communities, and ourselves. 
Optimist Vision 
Optimist International will be recognized 

worldwide as the premier volunteer  

organization that values all children and helps 
them develop to their full potential. 

Purposes of an Optimist Club 

• To Develop optimism as a philosophy of life, utilizing the 
tenets of the of the Optimist Creed;  

• To promote an active interest in good government and 
civic affairs; 

• To inspire respect for the law; 

• To promote patriotism and work for international accord 
and friendship among all people; 

• To aid and encourage the development of youth, in the 
belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will 
advance the well-being of human kind, community life 
and the world. 

     

Every Day is an Optimist Day 

Supporting the Youth of Our Community 

 “I am an optimist. 
It does not seem to 

much use being  

anything else” 
—Winston Churchill 

“Like us” on 
Face Book 

 

Optimists are: 

The Friend of Youth 
 

Your Leadership 
Team for 2023-
2024 


