
   

 

      

 Our Indiana North annual District 
meeting plans are included as addi-
tional pages is this news letter.  There 
are plenty of  activities scheduled for 
both Optimists and guests on Thurs-
day evening and on Friday.   

 Saturday will begin with a memori-
al service at 8:30 AM for members 
who have died this past year. There 
will also be a silent auction of  baskets 
provided by Clubs plus an “Amish”  

Luau lunch! Lunch attire is Hawaiian. 
 

Upcoming Activities 
The IN North District 
Convention will start in 
Middlebury on Thurs-
day evening, Sept.5th. 

• 4PM Car Show 

• 6 PM Group Dinner 

Friday: 

• Middlebury Fall 
Festival 

• Ted Bryan Mini 
Golf Outing 

• Box dinner  

• Outdoor Movie 

Saturday: 

• 8:30am-Memorial 
Service 

• Meeting 

• Hawaiian Luau 
Lunch & Silent auc-
tion. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

District  News  1 

Governor Chris 2 

Club Happenings 3 

Calendar  4 

   

Our Mission, Vision, Purpose 10 
  

Volume 4 Issue 11 

PTIMIST 

The Indiana North District  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S   

 

August 2024 

District News 



 2 

  

 

August – 
Three 
Things 

  

Have you nom-
inated a 
Distin-
guished Op-
timist of the 
Year, or a District 
Humanitarian? 

Please nominate an outstanding 
member from your club! 
Due August 31. Link to the 
nomination forms is here: 
https://
indiananorthdis-
trict.wordpress.com/district-
forms/  

 

Have you completed 
your Club Pride 

report for next 
year? 

Due August 31 – Showcase 
your club’s accomplish-
ments. Link to report is here: 
https://www.optimist.org/
leaders/ClubPride/
ClubPride.cfm 

 

Are you com-
ing to the 
Convention? 
ALOHA!  Sep-
tember 5-7, 2024 
at Das Dutchman 

Essenhaus – Is-
land Attire Wel-
come 

Aloha / Welcome! We can’t 
wait to see you in Middle-
bury!! Please RSVP to Dis-
trict Treasurer Jim Smith, 
ASAP:  
jim.smith06@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
 

 

P a g e  2  

Gov. Chris Connection 

Chris & Missy Whitehead 

https://indiananorthdistrict.wordpress.com/district-forms/
https://indiananorthdistrict.wordpress.com/district-forms/
https://indiananorthdistrict.wordpress.com/district-forms/
https://indiananorthdistrict.wordpress.com/district-forms/
https://www.optimist.org/leaders/ClubPride/ClubPride.cfm
https://www.optimist.org/leaders/ClubPride/ClubPride.cfm
https://www.optimist.org/leaders/ClubPride/ClubPride.cfm
mailto:jim.smith06@yahoo.com
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Club Happenings 

Send your Club’s photos & happenings to the District News Editor, 

Jim Burk  at: Jburk63@gmail.com 
 

The Portland Evening Club celebrated their 35th birthday with a carry-in picnic. 

A great turn-out on a nice warm evening. 

From the Lafayette Breakfast Optimist club 
 

Wednesday brought an end to what many club members say are the most enjoyable programs of the year: hear-
ing from our Teacher Grant winners. Our last teacher guests were multi-grant winners Joanne Sprunger and Julie 
Grubb, both veteran elementary school teachers; first year English teacher Alyssa Willis; and middle school P.E. 
teacher Joe Graupner. Joanne and Julie’s grants were used to buy supplies for science projects in their class-
rooms, allowing their students, kindergarten and second grade, to have some “hands on” experiences with ani-
mal life cycles. 

Joe purchased a “Nine Square in the Air” portable station for his P.E.classes. Alyssa, who works in McCutch-
eon’s Maverick launched program, a curriculum designed to help at risk freshman students transition to high 
school, set up a special library to encourage her students to read more. 
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Warsaw Breakfast :  

Check Presentation to Ashley Bruner & Courtney Whetstone, Junior Achievement received a $2,000 
check. 
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Last quarter, we let our members know about a new partnership we have launched with 
Grouper. This partnership allows members over 65 the opportunity to receive a check to 
help cover their Optimist International membership dues. Out of the members that signed 
up, over a third were eligible and will be receiving a check from Grouper to help reimburse 
their membership dues. 
 

Will your current health plan be eligible as well? 

 

This isn’t too good to be true, it's an amazing opportunity to show appreciation to our mem-
bers. If you have a qualifying Medicare Advantage or Supplement plan, you may be eligible 
to have your Optimist membership dues covered by your health plan through the Grouper 
Social Benefit.  
 

The only way to check your eligibility is to sign up at www.hellogrouper.com/Optimist and enter 
your health plan ID.  

 

Once your plan’s eligibility is confirmed, Grouper will send you a reimbursement check to 
help cover your yearly Optimist membership. Plus, as long as you let us know you are ac-
tive throughout the year, you'll receive yearly reimbursements. 
 

For any inquiries or assistance, feel free to reach out to the dedicated Grouper team at 
833-519-1072 or via email at optimist@hellogrouper.com.  

 

Stay healthy and active with Optimist and Grouper! 

The question has come up: “is this a scam?” 

The answer: NO! This is for real. So, take advantage 
of  it if  you can. 

https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001izhnX4aLAWV0SglhazJSug9gPRqKQwzgr1fiFkfU97RhdTh0HqEXK6xXHUZyEsA87TwNmOizDMqZo4C5rNJMkykR7-ryz30r3lvNnrFRNWzYNOgnNKHszr2Y0yDybX5zEzkLwCD4gT0fWz-ivPjzHJi-z4b7MEdWt9TTTTYtK94=&c=0JtFmZpvzLJ3T3gj14UBKpcT9uDBUqEF1K6LeP9TDKg
mailto:optimist@hellogrouper.com.They
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          August 
        2024  

  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

    1 2 3 
 

4 5 
Registration 

Deadline for Dis-

trict Convention 

6 7 

 

8 9 10 

11 12 
 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 

25 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 31 
Presidential Cita-

tion and Presi-
dents Pride re-

ports due. 

         

 

D i s t r i c t  

E v e n t s  
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Indiana North District News Letter Editor: 

Jim Burk 

1315 Hollendale Dr 

Bluffton, IN 46714 

Phone: 260-223-0926 

E-mail: jburk63@gmail.com  

Governor: Chris Whitehead: 574-870-7173 

crw1@protonmail.com 

Co-Governors Elect-: Kathy Nelson and Jennifer Kelsick 

Past Governor: Max Soliday: Max.jeep@comcast.net                

762-960-5857  

District Sec: Shelley Manthey: Smanthey42@gmail.com  

574-596-7072 

District Treasurer: Jim Smith: Jim.Smith06@yahoo.com  

317-697-2521 

Lt. Governors:  

Zone 2: Kris Mueller 

Zone 3: Pam Galloway 

Zone 4: Gregg Palmer 

Zone 5: Deb Imel 

Zone 6: Lorie Hofman  

Zone 7: Jessica Jarrett 

Zone 9: Robert Upchurch 

I N D I A N A  N O R T H  D I S T R I C T  

O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

VISIT: 

OPTIMIST.ORG 

INDIANANORTHDISTRICT.ORG

Optimist Mission 
By providing hope and positive vision,  

Optimists bring out the best in youth, our 
communities, and ourselves. 
Optimist Vision 
Optimist International will be recognized 

worldwide as the premier volunteer  

organization that values all children and helps 
them develop to their full potential. 

Purposes of an Optimist Club 

• To Develop optimism as a philosophy of life, utilizing the 
tenets of the of the Optimist Creed;  

• To promote an active interest in good government and 
civic affairs; 

• To inspire respect for the law; 

• To promote patriotism and work for international accord 
and friendship among all people; 

• To aid and encourage the development of youth, in the 
belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will 
advance the well-being of human kind, community life 
and the world. 

     

Every Day is an Optimist Day 

Supporting the Youth of Our Community 

 “I am an optimist. 
It does not seem to 

much use being  

anything else” 
—Winston Churchill 

“Like us” on 
Face Book 

 

Optimists are: 

The Friend of Youth 
 

Your Leadership 
Team for 2023-
2024 


