
   

 

      
  

  

Upcoming Activities 
A new Optimist Year! 

 

Save the dates: 

• 1st Qtr. Meeting in 
Decatur 11/23/24 

• 2nd Qtr. Meeting in 
Chesterfield 2/1/25 

• 3rd Qty. meeting in 
Huntington 4/26/25 
(Oratorical finals) 

• Dist. Convention in 
Muncie 8/22-24/25 

• Details will be 
available closer to 
the meeting dates. 
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District News 

The topic for the 2024-2025 
Oratorical Contest is:  

“How Optimism Has  

Guided Me Through Trying 
Times”. 

 

The Topic for the 2024-2025 
Essay Contest is:  

”How Optimism Has Paved 
My Road to Success”   

It’s time to make school/teacher contacts for this 
years Scholarship Contests. 
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Governor’s Page 

  

Meet your Governors 



 3 

Club Happenings 

Send your Club’s photos & happenings to the District News Editor, 

Jim Burk  at: Jburk63@gmail.com 
 

Warsaw Breakfast Club 

Ariel Wagner, Lilly Lakes and Streams, received a $700 
donation to assist with their fourth grade program, Lake 
Adventure Days  

We had a busy Saturday in the field 
picking pumpkins! We have so many 
groups helping to harvest our crop in 
exchange for funds to support their 
organizations. 
One of our groups on Saturday was 
the Fulton County 4-H Goat Project. 
They reported that they had fun and 
got the job done before the sun got 
hot and the field got dusty! Yay!! 
 
We are so proud to support these or-
ganizations that benefit the youth of 
our community. 
 
Please visit our Pumpkin Stand on E. 
9th Street  

    The Rochester Optimist Club 
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Welcome 
Our newest Indiana North Club 

Blackford County Optimist Club 
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Optimist Institute 2024-25 courses 
 

 
Good afternoon, District leaders, 
 
The instructions for renewing your Optimist Institute subscription for 2024-25 are attached to this email. If 
you are currently able to log in, but can’t access any courses, you need to follow these instructions. 
 
Governors-Designate Kathy and Jennifer-Please forward this information to your 2024-25 team. If I 
missed anyone, please forward this message to them. 
 
 
Lt. Governors Designate who are included on the email- please keep this information for your records, to 
be shared with the 2024-25 club officers in your Zone.  
 
As always, please let me know if you have any questions. It has been my pleasure serving you as Gov-
ernor, and I am more than ready to have Jennifer and Kathy take the reins.  
 
Have a great day. 
 
Thanks/Mahalo, 
Gov. Chris  
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Heather Myers <Heather.Myers@optimist.org> 
Date: On Mon, Sep 30, 2024 at 10:45 AM 
Subject: Fw: RE: Optimist Institute course availability 
To: Christopher Whitehead <crw1@protonmail.com> 
Cc: 
You need to renew the subscription on your account.  Please see the attached step-by-step instructions 
to do so. 
  
  
Heather Myers 
Optimist Institute Director 
Optimist International 
Heather.Myers@optimist.org 

 
Christopher Whitehead 

 
 

 

 
to Kathy, Jennifer, Shell, James, Sandy, MAX, Kris, Pam, Gregg, Susie, lorabelle, Deb, Jessica, Rob, Sandra.Kay.Doyle@gmail.c
om, Julie, Ann, Gary, Brian, mel, me 

 

mailto:Heather.Myers@optimist.org
mailto:crw1@protonmail.com
mailto:Heather.Myers@optimist.org
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Last quarter, we let our members know about a new partnership we have launched with 
Grouper. This partnership allows members over 65 the opportunity to receive a check to 
help cover their Optimist International membership dues. Out of the members that signed 
up, over a third were eligible and will be receiving a check from Grouper to help reimburse 
their membership dues. 
 

Will your current health plan be eligible as well? 

 

This isn’t too good to be true, it's an amazing opportunity to show appreciation to our mem-
bers. If you have a qualifying Medicare Advantage or Supplement plan, you may be eligible 
to have your Optimist membership dues covered by your health plan through the Grouper 
Social Benefit.  
 

The only way to check your eligibility is to sign up at www.hellogrouper.com/Optimist and enter 
your health plan ID.  

 

Once your plan’s eligibility is confirmed, Grouper will send you a reimbursement check to 
help cover your yearly Optimist membership. Plus, as long as you let us know you are ac-
tive throughout the year, you'll receive yearly reimbursements. 
 

For any inquiries or assistance, feel free to reach out to the dedicated Grouper team at 
833-519-1072 or via email at optimist@hellogrouper.com.  

 

Stay healthy and active with Optimist and Grouper! 

The question has come up: “is this a scam?” 

The answer: NO! This is for real. So, take advantage 
of  it if  you can. 

https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001izhnX4aLAWV0SglhazJSug9gPRqKQwzgr1fiFkfU97RhdTh0HqEXK6xXHUZyEsA87TwNmOizDMqZo4C5rNJMkykR7-ryz30r3lvNnrFRNWzYNOgnNKHszr2Y0yDybX5zEzkLwCD4gT0fWz-ivPjzHJi-z4b7MEdWt9TTTTYtK94=&c=0JtFmZpvzLJ3T3gj14UBKpcT9uDBUqEF1K6LeP9TDKg
mailto:optimist@hellogrouper.com.They
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          October 
         2024  

  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 
 

8 9 

 

10 11 12 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

26 

27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31 Halloween 

 

    
 

         

 

D i s t r i c t  

E v e n t s  
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Indiana North District News Letter Editor: 

Jim Burk 

1315 Hollendale Dr 

Bluffton, IN 46714 

Phone: 260-223-0926 

E-mail: jburk63@gmail.com  

Co-Governor; Kathy Nelson 765-744-4092 

Co-Governor: Jennifer Kelsik 795-524-2211 

Governor Elect-: Jim  Smith  Jim.Smith06@yahoo.com   

317-697-2521 

Past Governor: Chris Whitehead 574-870-7173 

District Sec: Shelley Manthey: Smanthey42@gmail.com  

574-596-7072 

District Treasurer:  

Lt. Governors:  

Zone 2: Kris Mueller 

Zone 3: Pam Galloway 

Zone 4: Gregg Palmer 

Zone 5: Deb Imel 

Zone 6: Lorie Hofman  

Zone 7: Jessica Jarrett 

Zone 9: Robert Upchurch 

 

I N D I A N A  N O R T H  D I S T R I C T  

O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

VISIT: 

OPTIMIST.ORG 

INDIANANORTHDISTRICT.ORG

Optimist Mission 
By providing hope and positive vision,  

Optimists bring out the best in youth, our 
communities, and ourselves. 
Optimist Vision 
Optimist International will be recognized 

worldwide as the premier volunteer  

organization that values all children and helps 
them develop to their full potential. 

Purposes of an Optimist Club 

• To Develop optimism as a philosophy of life, utilizing the 
tenets of the of the Optimist Creed;  

• To promote an active interest in good government and 
civic affairs; 

• To inspire respect for the law; 

• To promote patriotism and work for international accord 
and friendship among all people; 

• To aid and encourage the development of youth, in the 
belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will 
advance the well-being of human kind, community life 
and the world. 

     

Every Day is an Optimist Day 

Supporting the Youth of Our Community 

 “I am an optimist. 
It does not seem to 

much use being  

anything else” 
—Winston Churchill 

“Like us” on 
Face Book 

 

Optimists are: 

The Friend of Youth 
 

Your Leadership 
Team for 2023-
2024 


