
   

 

     
 
  

  
        

Activities This Month 
.The first quarter District 
Meeting will be held in 
Plainfield on November 
8th.  This will be a joint 
meeting with the Indiana 
South District. 

Location: Richard Car-
luicci Recreation & 
Aquatic Center. 

651 Vestal Rd. 
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Governor’s Corner 

The new Optimist year is off & 
running.  It remains to be seen 
how smoothly it's going, but at 
least we have a start.  The first 
event district-wide is our first 
quarter district meeting.  As you 
should know by now, it's being 
held on November 8th in Plain-
field, as a joint meeting with our 
neighbors to the south - Indiana 
South District.  Sandy Rogers 
sent the email with the infor-
mation, including the link to the 
online reservation, a few weeks 
ago.  Reservations need complet-
ed by Nov.3rd, to give the caterer 
ample time to prepare an ade-
quate number of meals.  Please 
join us to not only learn of new in-
formation within our district, but 
also to see how our closest dis-
trict conducts its programs.  For 
example, it's nearly time to start 
getting essay and oratorical con-
test  information out to our school 
districts to give them time to pre-
pare for these long-standing, rich 
program. Besides the new Jay 
Noon Optimist Club just char-
tered in late September we have 
in place. our new club (growth) 
committee  

has been working hard elsewhere 
in our half of the state.  There are 
positive signs that a few more 
clubs will be formed in the coming 
weeks.  Many thanks to Sandy 
Doyle, Kathy Nelson, Jennifer Kel-
sik, and others for putting in a lot of 
time and effort to help launch these 
clubs.  We've experienced too 
many clubs folding these past few 
years.  It's past time to reverse this 
trend, so our great Optimist pro-
grams can be benefitting more 
kids.  Just remember, that's what 
we're all about - serving 
youth.  And we can never forget 
about our existing clubs.  Although 
they may be on solid ground with 
some existing, very worthwhile pro-
grams, how many more kids could 
we reach if we had more members 
join our ranks?  And the only way 
to do that is just ask.  Yes, ask our 
friends, coworkers, neighbors, etc. 
if they want to help us help 
kids.  Give them a physical appli-
cation form, or email or text them 
an online form or link.  It's just that 
easy for us to have KidsUp!     
 

Jim Smith 
Governor - 2025-26 
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Club Happenings 

Send your Club’s photos & happenings to the District News Editor, 

Jim Burk  at: Jburk63@gmail.com 
 

Warsaw Breakfast 
makes a$2,000 dona-
tion to Warsaw FOP, 
Christmas with a Cop  

 

 

 

Grant Check  

Presentation – 
Board Member $700 
Kathryn Fields, Car-
dinal Service – Ear-
ly Head Start and 
Head Start  

Lafayette Breakfast Optimist Club 
All Treats, No Tricks: Halloween came a little for a dozen 
or so Optimists and their minions this past Saturday as they 
took part in “Halloween with the Animals” event at The 
Farm at Prophetstown State Park. As one of the sponsors 
of the event, LBOC supplied the candy for the event, and 
although there was a lot of it, it disappeared fairly quickly 
as 

more than 700 children and their families made their way 

around the main house and barn area, dressed in a wide 
variety of costumes, collecting treats and having friendly 
encounters with a variety of farm animals. Oldsters Ron 

and Michele Summers, Gary and Virginia Buttry, Dave 
and Janie Norman, Jeff Oliver, and Denny DeMay were  

joined by younger members Matt and Bree Lerch and 
Madelyn Schurman,  whose young sons Jack and Kruze  
helped hand out the treats. The young lady above not only 
thanked us for the candy but also for sponsoring her soccer 

The Decatur Optimist Club participated in Trick-or 
Treats at the Safety Village. We passed out 8-9 
pounds of candy to approximately 400 kids, on a 
cold and windy day. 

The Bluffton Optimist Club passed 
out 2400 pieced of candy in 70 minutes 
at the Autumn Adventure event. Left to 
right is Elmer Pate, Dan Gerdom and Bob 
Frantz   

HALLOWEEN AT MILLCREEK FOR CHESTERFIELD COMMU-
NITY WITH CHESTERFIELD OPTIMISTS HOSTING A TRICK 
OR TREAT GAME ROOM AND SERVING A DINNER FUND-
RAISER WITH 4 COOKS  
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Newsday  
Tuesday 

Webinar: Are We Helping or Supporting? A Real Talk About 
Community Needs 

 

Let's be honest – we've been doing good work for a long time! Sometimes we run programs 
because "we've always done them" or because they were a good idea years ago. Communi-
ties change. The needs of young people change. This workshop is about making sure we're 
not just busy doing but actually making an impact where it matters most by understanding 
the difference between helping and supporting. We'll also figure out how to really listen to 
your community, look at what we’re currently doing, and find the gaps. No judgment, just 
practical tools to help you do more good in your community. Be the Change! 
 

When: Monday, November 10, 7 p.m. Central Time 

  
Click here to register 

 

Growth Committee Webinars 

 

The series of webinars by the International Growth Committee continues in November. The com-
mittee will present "The Connection Between Growth and Marketing" on November 11 and No-
vember 13. Registration links are below. 
 

When: Nov 11, 2025, 7 p.m. Central Time Click here to register 

 

When: Nov 13, 2025 7 p.m. Central Time Click here to register  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 
the meeting. 

https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EJV1shKQSdozszuOdXI7JbtblR4osA-aqNs_OWHcgv-rSPS7fz_0lhukeBzxlFwHuy1o9N-Yzllpt7e0msZGqszciph8_2ZF05A7leTgRjKMwbeIwDYSKldU4wXMFeYvFCAAvcW1e2IcB6UXhTpgZhu_d1R7R5FS9qas_Fgd9rWyFyegdIy7ClaWvGkMaDzfgIJ9MQ6yqWGk8g2ahuEX-A==&c
https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EJV1shKQSdozszuOdXI7JbtblR4osA-aqNs_OWHcgv-rSPS7fz_0lhukeBzxlFwHXy-TH3211HOuHvTk81hKKO_566vkuHP_FOhIVlwngPofYQWhZZIwSSsNjUk3lrOLAoU8AU6Zb5EPW0bXhbozuAcoooSaL7RcAuZPINB-ZnBCrbwrwWMsm7TI1k64ECC6aibbS4t-YDKdszc91NjyGg==&c
https://8gokoecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EJV1shKQSdozszuOdXI7JbtblR4osA-aqNs_OWHcgv-rSPS7fz_0lhukeBzxlFwH4uRS6JGWU-n0vDLjhKQQTi2K1JPYX4_Tb1GLu5ulSgeTBAAVb5hu8WtiuhYtFgdl8hmnW9Vy9J-dCfShMBXvjdb12EfCSON9MtY59J8BvsJG2HLovs61Zv9NHyI1ghDk-GhW-rhOYr3sULcRMKV2DA==&c
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OIF Board Nominations 

 

The Optimist International Foundation is proud to be a vibrant partner with Optimist Interna-
tional. That partnership provides funding for all OI programs and services, such as all scholar-
ships associated with Oratorical, Essay, and CCDHH, a large portion of the JOI operations, 
and many other aspects of the Optimist Mission. 
  
The Board plays a pivotal role in leading the OIF endeavor. The Board is made up of Optimist 
Members that have been elected by the donors to serve. So, it truly is “Your Optimist Interna-
tional Foundation." 

  
We are approaching the deadline of Dec. 1, 2025, for nominations. The individual elected will 
serve four (4) years, beginning Oct. 1, 2026. There are several qualifications, but the key ones 
are: 
  
• Have served as a District Foundation Representative 

• Be a Member of an Optimist Club in good standing 

• Be a financial supporter within his/her means for the last five years 

• Be eligible to vote in the OIF election (contributed at least Dime-A-Day level the prior Opti-
mist year) 

• Submit a letter of endorsement from a Past Governor in your primary District 
  
If you know of someone that might be interested or have questions, please have them con-
tact OIF Executive Director Craig Boring at: 
  
Email: craig.boring@oifoundation.org 

Office line: 314-881-1340 

  
There is a form to fill out, which must be received in the office by 5 p.m. on Dec. 1, 2025. 

mailto:craig.boring@oifoundation.org
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          November 
 2025  

  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 
 

4 5 
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Committee 
Webinars   
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D i s t r i c t  

E v e n t s  

  

1st quarter meeting with Indiana 
South. To be held in Plainfield, 
IN 
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Indiana North District News Letter Editor: 

Jim Burk 

1315 Hollendale Dr 

Bluffton, IN 46714 

Phone: 260-223-0926 

E-mail: jburk63@gmail.com  

Co-Governor; Kathy Nelson 765-744-4092 

Co-Governor: Jennifer Kelsik 795-524-2211 

Governor Elect-: Jim  Smith  Jim.Smith06@yahoo.com   

317-697-2521 

Past Governor: Chris Whitehead 574-870-7173 

District Sec: Sandy Rogers: skbpuzzles@yahoo.com 

District Treasurer: Shelley Manthey: 

Smanthey42@gmail.com  

574-596-7072 

Lt. Governors:  

Zone 2: Kris Mueller 

Zone 3: Bob  Walsh 

Zone 4: Josefa Schaper 

Zone 5: Deb Imel 

Zone 6: Lorie Hofman  

Zone 7: Sandy Stone 

Zone 9: Rick Barr 

I N D I A N A  N O R T H  D I S T R I C T  

O P T I M I S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

VISIT: 

OPTIMIST.ORG 

INDIANANORTHDISTRICT.ORG

Optimist Mission 
By providing hope and positive vision,  

Optimists bring out the best in youth, our 
communities, and ourselves. 
Optimist Vision 
Optimist International will be recognized 

worldwide as the premier volunteer  

organization that values all children and helps 
them develop to their full potential. 

Purposes of an Optimist Club 

• To Develop optimism as a philosophy of life, utilizing the 
tenets of the of the Optimist Creed;  

• To promote an active interest in good government and 
civic affairs; 

• To inspire respect for the law; 

• To promote patriotism and work for international accord 
and friendship among all people; 

• To aid and encourage the development of youth, in the 
belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will 
advance the well-being of human kind, community life 
and the world. 

     

Every Day is an Optimist Day 

Supporting the Youth of Our Community 

 “I am an optimist. 
It does not seem to 

much use being  

anything else” 
—Winston Churchill 

“Like us” on 
Face Book 

 

Optimists are: 

The Friend of Youth 
 

Your Leadership 
Team for 2024-
2025 


